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Secondary English Newsletter Autumn 2007
Welcome to the first of our new termly newsletters.
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Welcome to our first termly newletter.  We hope you had a good break over the summer and are ready to face the challenges and opportunities of the new term! We are looking forward very much to continuing our work with English departments across the County and supporting you with advice and resources. We are also pleased to let you know that the Norfolk website (originally Esinet) has been rebuilt and can be accessed at http://www.schools.norfolk.gov.uk/.
This contains a number of useful ideas and links.  We are determined to make this a useful site for our English departments and would welcome any suggestions or resources you have developed that you would be happy to share in this way so we can develop this further.
Team Update

Our English team at the PDC currently comprises of :

Sue Smith -  County Adviser for English   and 

Andrew Bundy - English Strategy 

                                               Consultant.  

John Woodhouse is continuing his secondment to Aylsham High this academic year.  We are very sad that Jan Jarrett is retiring on the 24th September. She has proved a source of inspiration and creativity for many colleagues and we will all miss her greatly.  However, she will still be a presence in the County working on a specific literacy project.  A national advert for her post will be appearing shortly and we would welcome interest from any colleagues across the County who feel this is a possible career direction for them.

ASTS

We have a wonderful group of 7 English and Drama ASTs working alongside our team in Norfolk.  

The ASTs available for outreach work in the Autumn term are:

Shelagh Maple ( Blyth Jex )

Jenny Fletcher ( Broadland )

Jean Kiekopf ( Framingham Earl ) 

Joc Mack ( Framingham Earl )

Steven Phoenix ( Wymondham High )

They are can offer tailored support for your department but also are very skilled in using interactive whiteboards and will happily deliver training for your departments.  

If you would like some AST support please contact Sue Smith in the first instance.
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News and priorities

· There are 13 English departments this Autumn with new or acting Subject Leaders. We would be interested to know if anyone still has temporarily filled posts or vacancies as recruitment was an issue raised by several Subject Leaders in the summer.

· Several schools are welcoming Y7 pupils for the first time this year and others are preparing for September 08.  Support for Y7 and transition will continue to be a priority for us, given the need to build on the opportunities offered by the new Primary Framework.

· Norfolk has been a pilot authority for Study Plus at KS4 and we are now in Phase 2 of this with 10 schools running this programme. This is part of our wider focus on Intervention in English and maths and will be a key part of our work with you this year.  Many of our English departments have offered high quality Intervention programmes over recent years and we are looking to highlight good practice and share this more widely.  This renewed approach asks schools to consider Intervention as a whole school issue as part of the personalised learning agenda.   

[image: image8.jpg]


More information available on http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage4/subjects/english/imp_pla_tch_eng/supp_prog/intervention/

· We continue to focus on planning at KS4 so schemes of work are progressive and based around Assessment Objectives.  A useful site to support this is…
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage4/subjects/english/imp_pla_tch_eng/supp_prog/assess_learn/ 
· Regular attendees at Subject Leaders meetings will know we promote reading and new fiction at every opportunity

Please visit Marilyn Brocklehurst’s shop -Norfolk Children’s Book Centre or website http://www.ncbc.co.uk as she is a wonderful resource for us in Norfolk.  We can also recommend new class readers and there are suggested reading lists on our website.

· We are pleased that we now also have a Specialist Schools and Academies Lead Practitioner for English in Norfolk.  She is Rebecca Privett from Thorpe and she will be contacting some English departments to offer some specific sport-
linked support.                      

· Jan Jarrett will be working with seven selected schools on a literacy across the curriculum project. It is hoped that the good practice identified will be shared across the County.

Raise Online
            




 We hope that you will use RAISE Online 

         





to analyse your data and results.  Anyone  

                   




       needing support with this can 

                            




   contact us for help

.
Early Preparations for Y9 Shakespeare

Many schools now have a programme for teaching the set play at the end of Y8 and have developed short, focused schemes of work for Y9 SATs preparation.  In order to support this we need to do some preparatory work this term. 


We have invited Laurie Smith (Department of Education & Professional Studies, 

           King’s College London) to Norfolk in December when he will go through the set 

           scenes for Much Ado and The Tempest in detail with us; identifying teaching 

           focuses and test guidance for pupils.  Details below -  please look out for flyers. 

           We will also be offering support for those colleagues teaching Richard III.


The Standards website for Shakespeare is an invaluable source of information and 

           resources for SATs preparation    http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/subjects/english/shakespeare/teaching_learning/setscenes/

After Christmas our ASTs and our team are available to run departmental sessions 

           for you and your colleagues on improving pupils’ written responses to the set 

           scenes.  


Set scenes in the same format as the SATs papers can be downloaded 

           from  http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_9091.aspx 
Dates for your diary

Meeting for new Heads of English  -    25th September 2007   2.00 - 4.00 pm    Norwich PDC  

English Subject Leaders                       21st November 2007    9.30 - 3.30 pm    Norwich PDC

                                                                3rd  December 2007    9.30 - 3.30 pm   West Norfolk PDC

English SATs 2008: ‘Further support for raising standards’ with Laurie Smith, 

including set scenes for Much Ado      12th December 2007     9.15 - 3.30 pm    Norwich PDC 

English SATs 2008: ‘Further support for raising standards’ with Laurie Smith,

including set scenes for The Tempest  13th December 2007     9.15 - 3.30 pm    Norwich PDC
Aspiring Heads of English -  9.30 - 3.30  Norwich PDC

      30th January 2008  -     9.30 – 3.30 pm    Norwich PDC      

         Contact Us
    Sue Smith     email : sue.smith@norfolk.gov.uk     Mobile : 07876137929
                 Andrew Bundy             email : andrew.bundy@norfolk.gov.uk
                  Jan Jarrett (Literacy across the curriculum project)  email : jan.jarrett@norfolk.gov.uk 

                                                   Anne Mitchell (English team admin assistant)    email : anne.mitchell@norfolk.gov.uk
Children’s Services,

Professional Development Centre

Woodside Road

NORWICH  NR7 9QL
Telephone    : 01603 433276

Fax Number : 01603 70023

Children’s Services / PDC
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"My words fly up, my thoughts remain below: Words without thoughts never to heaven go."
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