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Technology to support Assessing Pupils’ Progress:  Competitive grants 
Assessing Pupils' Progress: For information and background:

Assessing Pupils' Progress (APP) is a national approach to assessment that puts the learner at the heart of the assessment process. It not only provides a link to national standards, but also builds a more well-rounded individual profile of learners’ achievements that highlights their strengths and areas for improvement. The information APP provides helps teachers to tailor their planning and teaching and can support productive discussions between teachers, learners and parents.
Notes for applicants for competitive grants (up to £ 5,000)
Becta’s technology to support APP grants are intended for schools wishing to participate in projects focussing on effective and efficient technology-enabled solutions for on-going and periodic assessment by teachers of pupils’ progress.  A limited number of grants up to £5,000 will be made available via a competitive bidding process. The grant can be used to:

·      pilot or embed innovative technologies and systems,
· 
 support development of selected areas of practice/impact,
· 
 contribute action research to a final report and evaluation study, and
·      release staff time to participate in the project.

Participating schools will be expected to share their experiences with the wider Becta online community and provide feedback to Becta and its key partners.

This competitive grant has been developed in partnership with the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency (QCDA), and National Strategies.
Aims:
1.  To integrate new technologies for assessing pupil progress into existing IT systems and processes. For example: 

·  using ICT for day to day tracking and periodic assessment
·  supporting the use of APP materials and approach    
·  capturing and sharing data between systems and schools.                     
2. To develop and deploy technology to help teachers assess pupils’ progress, validate and qualify judgements and describe next steps.
3.  To integrate new technologies for APP into existing IT systems and processes.

4.  To identify outcomes that will help to define what effective use looks like and illustrates best practices which are realistic, practical, affordable and scalable. 

5.  To contribute to a project report offering advice and guidance to assist schools and partners in adopting ICT solutions enabling more effective teacher assessment of pupils’ progress.
Criteria

The key criteria for the selection of proposals which are to receive awards is the quality of the implementation plans and their stated and explicit relationship to embedding technology to develop and strengthen APP practice. This includes consideration of:
·    the nature and strength of the proposal relating to the quality of teacher assessment and periodic assessment of pupil progress.
·    previous experience or involvement in developing new processes for APP (not necessarily ICT enabled).
·    effective strategy and methodology for the implementation of ICT as part of teacher assessment.
·    seeking to establish sustainable processes that improve effectiveness and efficiency.
·    the proposed timeframes for implementation and outcomes

·  
the capacity of the school to make accelerated progress including an indication of the roles and responsibilities of staff involved.
·    identified approaches to collecting evidence that will provide data to inform and support learner progression and transition.
·  
value for money – in terms of the number of learners involved and likely cost implications of replicating effective solutions in other schools.
Engagement

Guidelines will be produced to support this activity. Awardees will be expected to attend two meetings and a workshop to support engagement with other participating schools. 

Applying for a competitive grant  

Please use the grant proposal form in Appendix B and ensure all sections are completed. Note that: 

1.
 Bids must have the signed support of the head teacher

2.
 Bids must describe how the grant will be used to meet the project aims
3.
 Bids must describe what you intend to achieve and deliver with the funding
4. Proposals are restricted to one application per school.

Timeline
The closing date for submissions is 5:00pm, Monday, 12 October 2009. We are aiming to notify successful applicants in early November. 
The grants will not cover:

   - subsistence for work from home

   - attendance at conferences or courses

   - the organisation or holding of academic conferences or seminars

   - literature and systematic reviews

   - publication and printing costs

   - salaries of permanent or administrative staff.
Next steps
Interested? Complete the competitive grant proposal form in Appendix B of this document and return to Ann Aucott ann.aucott@becta.org.uk  by 5.00pm Monday, 12 October 2009.  

If you have any questions please contact Ann Harris on 024 7679 7443 or email ann.harris@becta.org.uk. 
Appendix A – Key documents of interest to the technology to support Assessing Pupils’ Progress competitive grants 
·     Becta: Harnessing Technology: Next Generation Learning 2008-14 http://publications.becta.org.uk/display.cfm?resID=37346
·     National Strategies: APP guidance for senior leaders http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/156667
·     National Strategies: Assessing Pupils' Progress (APP) http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/primary/assessment/assessingpupilsprogressapp
·     National Strategies: Further guidance and support for whole-school approaches to AfL with APP,www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/nationalstrategies
·     National Strategies: Further information on AfL and Personalisation : www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/personalisedlearning
·     National Strategies: Management Information Systems (MIS) and pupil tracking: developers' guidance http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/151639
·     National Strategies: Management Information Systems (MIS) and pupil tracking: users' guidance http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/151641
·     National Strategies: Subject Leader Development Materials to support planning for progression  www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/nationalstrategies
·     National Strategies: The renewed Frameworks for secondary English, mathematics, science and ICT  www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/nationalstrategies
·     QCA: Assessing Pupils' Progress http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/assessment/Assessing-pupils-progress/index.aspx  
·     QCA Further information on APP www.qca.org.uk/assessment
·     TeacherNet: The Assessment for Learning Strategy www.publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00341-2008
Appendix B - Technology to support Assessing Pupils’ Progress 
Grant Proposal Form

1. 
School name, lead contact name and contact details

2. Briefly describe your proposal for using technology to support assessing pupils’ progress (max. 50 words) 
3. 
Describe your current practice for teacher assessment of pupil progress and your previous experience or involvement of developing new processes for assessment. (max. 100 words)
4. 
Describe what you are going to do and how you are going to do it. (max. 200 words)

5. Describe what benefits you hope to realise in terms of effectiveness and efficiency (max. 50 words)

6. Provide realistic timescales for when systems will be in place, practice in place and when lessons and/or research will be available to share within and beyond the funding period. (max. 50 words)
7. Describe how the project will be supported, including by the local authority, and the roles and responsibilities of school staff involved (max. 100 words)

8. Indicate, giving a breakdown of likely costs where appropriate, how the grant funding will be used (max. 50 words)

9. Head teacher’s signature: …………………………..   Print: ……………………….. 

      Date: ……………………………..   

Please return a signed copy of your application form to: 

Ann Harris 
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