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Magic as powerful and frightening – both extracts!





Extract 1





Moment of ambivalence about reaction to the effects of his actions – is this cruel power?





Extract 2





Extremity of P’s feelings shown in his readiness to drive victims to desperation








P





‘Not a soul/ But felt a fever of the mad and played/ Some tricks of desperation.’








P





‘Your charm so strongly works ‘em/ That if you know beheld them, your affections/ Would become tender’/’Dos’t thou think so, spirit?’





Q





D





Moment’s hesitation shows fine balance – P. may NOT show mercy.  It takes A. to remind him what it is to be human (c.f. ‘Merchant’?)





‘Not a soul’ is absolute – extreme & total control.  ‘Desperation’ shows he wants them to suffer.  F’s cry shows the power of the storm – hell on earth – a very real concept then.








Point 3 – Threat of cruelty





Point 2 – Prospero’s absolute control  





D





Q





Point 1 - Ariel’s power as Prospero’s agent








P’s control over nature extends to power over life & death





Point 1 – Range of Prospero’s power





Over A., whose power we are to be told about and has been compared to that of gods, and also over mortals – kings and princes, whom he treats as puppets





‘All hail, great master,’ – uses ceremonial, reverential vocab.  The people have been ‘dispersed’ and ‘disposed’ or ‘stowed’





‘ Graves at my command/ Have waked their sleepers’ (c.f. Hamlet?)





Fire imagery evokes terrifying idea of hell, but A. is shown to control it – to revel in it.  He ‘performs’ the tempest, orchestrating it – note detail of precise ‘p’ alliteration.





Shows how far his power spereads, emphasizing his control over creatures that are themselves dangerous & frightening – references to spirits that come out at night





Frightening and unnatural – Jacobean audience would be horrified: does make himself sound godlike & says he ‘rifted Jove’s stout oak/ With his own bolt’





P. controls nature/spirits/mortals.  Also controls this dialogue, leading it via a series of checks  – not really enquiring.





‘hills, brooks… elves… demi-puppets’





‘I flamed amazement’, made ‘his bold waves tremble’ and ‘performed to point the tempest’





Extract 2





Conclusion - P’s last use of magic powerful but NOT frightening – he does restore freedom and choice 





A. describes the extraordinary magic he has used on the ship, emphasizing his power and control over natureRIBES





Point 2 – Power over nature





Extract 1





P. doesn’t only control A.  Before renouncing his magic, he invokes its full range.





Point 3 – Ruthlessness of Prospero’s power
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