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This document contains three starter
activities to be used on three separate
occasions .

1. This is a straightforward cloze/gap fill. Can be on tables as students come in to settle them
and remind them of the start of the play. The words can be moved into place across the board
by one of the students when they have finished.

2. Same formatas 1.

3. This starter requires a bit of old fashioned cutting-up and pasting. Students could have the
handout, scissors and glue on the table at the start of lesson. Encourage them to look at the
punctuation and connectives used. Could be used as a starter before the 'Using Connectives®
lesson. The complete paragraph is on slide 4. Use it to correct work and to discuss the use of
punctuation / sentence formation and links.
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In the Ttalian town of , the wealthy and kindly prepares
to welcome home some soldier friends who are returning from a battle. These

friends include of Aragon, a highly respected nobleman, and a
brave young soldier named . who has won much in the
fighting. Leonato’s young daughter, and her cousin,
accompany him. Beatrice asks about the health of another soldier in Don Pedro s
army, a man named Signor Beatrice cleverly and
Benedick. A messenger from Don Pedro Benedick as an
honourable and virtuous man, but Leonato explains that Beatrice and Benedick
carry on a “merry war” of with one another, trading jibes whenever they

meet. Beatrice confirms this statement, noting that in their most recent conflict,
“four of his five wits went halting off, and now is the whole man governed with
one” (L.1.52-54).
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Don Pedro arrives at house with his two friends,

and , and they are joyfully welcomed. Also accompanying
Don Pedro is his quiet, sullen, illegitimate brother, “the
Bastard,” with whom Don Pedro has recently become friendly after a
period of mutual hostility. While Leonato and Don Pedro have a private
talk, and take up their war of .In
an extremely fast-paced exchange of barbs, they one another’s
looks, intelligence, and personality. When Benedick tells Beatrice
proudly that he has never a woman and never will, Beatrice
responds that women everywhere ought to
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[image: image4.png]at the costume ball to be held that night, Don Pedro will disguise himself as Claudio and
declare his love to Hero.
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However, when Don Pedro returns to look for his friends, Benedick tells him Claudio’s
sceret, and Don Pedro approves highly of the match.

Don Pedro tells Benedick, Claudio, and Don John that Leonato has invited them all to
and that Don Pedro has accepted.

stay with him for a month,

Benedick jokingly plays down Hero’s
a tame husband.




[image: image5.png]Don Pedro tells Benedick, Claudio, and Don John that Leonato
has invited them all to stay with him for a month, and that Don
Pedro has accepted. Everyone goes off together except Claudio
and Benedick. Claudio shyly asks Benedick what he thinks of
Hero, announcing that he has fallen in love with her. Benedick
jokingly plays down Hero’s beauty, teasing Claudio for thinking
about becoming a tame husband. However, when Don Pedro
returns to look for his friends, Benedick tells him Claudio’s
secret, and Don Pedro approves highly of the match. Since
Claudio is shy and Leonato is Don Pedro’s close friend, Don
Pedro proposes a trick: at the costume ball to be held that night,
Don Pedro will disguise himself as Claudio and declare his love
to Hero. He will then talk with Leonato, her father, which should
enable Claudio to win Hero without difficulty. Full of plans and
excitement, the three friends head off to get ready for the ball.
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