SATs 2008                                                                     Much Ado About Nothing
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How to analyse and plan to answer a SATs question on
Much Ado About Nothing.

WILF

By the end of the lesson you should be able to
analyse an exam question, identify the key words
and plan your answer.

That you understand what is meant by:

* character and motivation * ideas, themes and issues
* language of the text * text in performance



[image: image2.png]Your question on Much Ado About Nothing will ask you
to compare one or two aspects of the fwo set scenes.
You will be required to look closely at the question to

identify the key words so that you know exactly what
you are being asked to write about.

You may be asked to comment on any of the following:
* character and motivation
* language of the text

* ideas, themes and issues
* text in performance

During this lesson we will be looking at character and motivation



[image: image3.png]Beatrice and Benedick are the main characters we
are concerned with in these two scenes.

We are concerned with what they say - the
language / words and imagery they use.

We need to look closely at why they say and do
the things they do - this is their motivation or
reasons for their actions.



[image: image4.png]Put a circle around the key words in the following question.
Highlight the important instruction.

Much Ado About Nothing

Act 4, Scene 1, lines 196 to 325
Act 5, Scene 4 (whole scene)

In the first extract, Beatrice challenges Benedick to prove his love. In extract
two, Beatrice and Benedick finally admit their love in public.

In these extracts, how do Beatrice and Benedick reveal their love for
one another?

Support your ideas by referring to both extracts.

18 marks

‘This is a character and motivation question!



[image: image5.png]Did you circle the right words?

Much Ado About Nothing

Act 4, Scene 1, lines 196 to 325
Act 5, Scene 4 (whole scene)

In the first extract, Beatrice challenges Benedick to prove his love. In extract
two, Beatrice and Benedick finally admit their love in public.

Support your ideas by referring to both extracts.

This question is all about Beatrice and Benedick's revelation of love!

‘This is a character and motivation question!




This question is all about how Beatrice and Benedick reveal their love.

It is a character question because it gets us to focus on two characters, Beatrice and Benedick. It is about their motivation because it asks us to look in detail at how reluctant they are to reveal their love and how they finally do in extract two. We are asked to look at what they both say in the two scenes that reveals their feelings.

Why do they take so long to reveal their love?

What is her motivation?

[image: image6.png]When you have analysed the question and identified the key words you
will have to sketch out a quick plan of what you intend to include in
your essay. If you answer lots of practice questions, then you will get
good at doing this at speed.

Try out the following plans and see which one you prefer:
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[image: image7.png]How do Beatrice and Benedick reveal their love in these two extracts?
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[image: image8.png]Which plan did you find most useful?

Remember, different questions require different types of plan.
Make sure you cover all the points and key words when you make your notes.

Venn-diagray

spider plan

grid or columns




[image: image9.png]Using the notes that you have made, now write your
answer. Try to write it in a limited fime - 40 minutes.

5 minutes before the end of your time S.T.0.P. and
go over what you have written to check for errors.
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O opening sentences
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