“My Life is in My Country…”

[image: image1.emf]A note to teachers.

This resource has been created to assist teachers of English to incorporate citizenship and a sense of ourselves as global citizens into the English classroom. It has been designed to raise specific awareness of the plight of refugees and to clarify some of the myths that surround asylum seekers by using a first hand account of an asylum seeker who lives in Norwich.

The lesson:

Preparation:  Photocopy, and enlarge, the words and definitions on the inside back cover of this booklet. Use blue-tac to make them into a display on a display board as the starter activity.

Photocopy onto A3 the centre page of this booklet (magazine article instructions and the note-taking sheets) for each student in the class.
15 sheets of coloured A5 paper for plenary.
Note: You must have the DVD “My life is in my country…” in order to teach this lesson.

Starter: Look at the words and definitions on the board. Ask students to match up the correct pairs. Leave these in place during the lesson.

Introduction and Section 1: These are both self explanatory on the DVD and A3 handout. Students should be given a few minutes to read through the handout before the DVD begins. Watch the first section of the DVD and make notes. PAUSE when instructed to on the DVD.

Section 2. In the space provided on the note-making sheet, students should write 3 questions they would like to ask Kouloungou. This exercise helps them focus on details they would like to know. They can then listen to see if these are answered in the Q&A section of the DVD. Finish watching the DVD. Students may like to watch the NEAD section twice as there is a lot of information to make notes about.

Consolidation: Allow students time to discuss in groups what they have learnt from the DVD and to fill in any gaps in their notes. Each group should identify the things they have learnt about refugees and asylum seekers to present in the plenary. They should write one of these things onto a piece of coloured A5 paper to add to the display.

Plenary: Ask each group to feed back to the class one thing they have learnt about refugees during the lesson. Add to the display.

Homework: Students must write the article in full and, if possible, produce it as a real magazine article on the computer. You might like to add these to the display along with other useful vocabulary and choose the best to be published in your school magazine. 

Differentiation: There is an extension task for more able students to research the political problems in the Congo that led to the civil war. The task is to condense these events into bullet points to be attached to their article.

Starter Activity

What does it mean?
Much of the confusion and suspicion that surrounds refugees and asylum seekers comes from confusion over the terms used.

Most importantly a refugee is a person in need of help and protection. The terms refugee, displaced person , asylum seeker, and migrant worker can be confusing. Your task is to assign the correct definition to the words and phrases:






                            

Writing to Inform, Explain, Describe

Magazine Article – 

Refugee Week: 

You are a journalist for a magazine whose main purpose is to make young people, aged between 13 and 20 years, aware of political issues.

Your task is to write a feature article about a refugee, Gervais Kouloungou Mambs, who has come to England to escape civil war and persecution in his own country. 

Today you have the opportunity to watch a press conference with Kouloungou and to get all the information you will need for an informative article.

This activity is also a listening and note-taking exercise as you will need to make thorough notes whilst the press conference is on to ensure you have all the details you need to write your article.

For your article think about:

· Heading – make it eye-catching to attract the reader. (You could use a quote from Kouloungou.)

· Subheadings / quotes / rhetorical questions…

· Appropriate language and tone for the young audience.

· Quotations – jot these down as the interviewee speaks

· Clearing up some of the confusion with vocabulary and terms related to refugees; you might include a glossary of terms

· An information box about NEAD and what they do for education in Norfolk.

· Make sure you get the facts right. You may need to do background research if you do not get all the information you need from the interview. http://www.refugeeweeknorfolk.org.uk/

Notes:
Quotations.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Specific background for Kouloungou:

His life in Congo.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Personal experiences that made him have to leave Congo.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Problems in his own country.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Problems when he arrived in England. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
His work in England

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Hopes for the future

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Questions. During the PAUSE in the DVD, write down 3 questions you would like to ask Kouloungou if you were at the press conference.
*……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………*……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………*……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

NEAD. Norfolk Education for Action and Development

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Good luck with writing your article!

Useful Vocabulary

Congo
Brazzaville
Ivory Coast

civil war
flee (run away)
foreigner

emergency

accommodation

orientation

racism

discrimination

bias

vulnerable

claim

assertion

cultural

perspective

dispersal area

violence
angle

viewpoint

myths

generalisation

exploitation

asylum

seeker

repatriation

persecution

refugee

Someone who moves within a country, or who leaves his or her country of origin in order to seek employment in another.





Migrant Worker





Someone who is fleeing persecution in their homeland, has arrived in another country, made themselves known to the authorities and exercised their legal right to apply for somewhere to live. 





Asylum Seeker





Someone who has been forced to leave their home, but remain within their own county. 





A person who has fled from and/or cannot return to their country due to a well-founded fear of persecution, including war or civil conflict. A wider definition includes those displaced by natural disaster or environmental change.





Displaced Person





Refugee





Check the NEAD website to see if you have got them right!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.refugeeweeknorfolk.org.uk" ��www.refugeeweeknorfolk.org.uk� 





Extension Task: Research the civil war in the Congo and summarise the events in bullet points in an information box attached to your article.














